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  Scripture: 
An Overview from Paul - 1 Corinthians 15: 3-8   
3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 
day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the 
Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at 
the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to 
one abnormally born.  

 
Jesus Has Risen! - Matthew 28:1-15   
1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to look at the tomb. 2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came 
down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance 
was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they 
shook and became like dead men. 5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that 
you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and 
see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and 
is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 8 So the women 
hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus 
met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then 
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see 
me.” 11 While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to 
the chief priests everything that had happened. 12 When the chief priests had met with the elders 
and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, 13 telling them, “You are to say, 
‘His disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14 If this report gets 
to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So the soldiers took the money 
and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to this 
very day. 
 
Jesus Appears to Disciples – John 20:19-29   
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples 
were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad 
when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
even so I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold 
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”  24 Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was 
not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he 
said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of 
the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”  26 Eight days later, his disciples were 
inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and 
see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 

Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because 



you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
 
The Resurrection and Impact on our Lives – Romans 6:1-13   
1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase? 2 May it never be! 
How shall we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with 
Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of 
the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have become united with Him in the 
likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, 
that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so 
that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he who has died is freed from sin. 8 Now if we have 
died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been 
raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him. 10 For the death 
that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11 Even so 
consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin 
reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, 13 and do not go on presenting the members of 
your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive 
from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 
 
 
Group Questions: 

1. While Paul in 1 Corinthians 15 mentions that Jesus’s Death and Resurrection are of first 
importance, what is actually his first point of emphasis? 

2. Several of the Disciples were slow to believe that Jesus had actually been resurrected and 
Thomas openly doubted.  What does this teach us about how God may work in people’s heart 
to believe? 

3. What would it mean if Jesus were not raised from the dead?  What impact would that have on 
our faith and belief in God? 

4. For those who have been Christians much of their lives, how do we keep the fire alive about 
Jesus resurrection and not become just another fact? 

5. How should these scriptures help us confirm the truth and meaning of Jesus resurrection in 
our lives? 

 


